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The Hakusan Tedorigawa Geopark, which covers the entire area of Hakusan City, was designated
as Japan’s tenth UNESCO Global Geopark in May 2023. In addition to the value of its geological
heritage, it was recognized for how the natural environment is utilized in the local people’s
lives and education. Also, this geopark is the first in Japan to overlap with a UNESCO Biosphere
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Overlapping with a UNESCO

Biosphere Reserve
N

The area of the Hakusan Tedorigawa
UNESCO Global Geopark covers the entirety
of Hakusan City, stretching from the top of
Mt. Hakusan at over 2,700 m elevation, down
to the seaside. Centered around Mt. Hakusan
and the Tedori River, the various landscapes
flourish with a rich variety of nature, history,
culture, and food.

Among them, located in the Mt. Hakusan
foothills, the Oguchi/Chugu and Shiramine
areas overlap with the Mount Hakusan
Biosphere Reserve. A great feature of this
area is that out of the ten UNESCO Global
Geoparks, and ten Biosphere Reserves
in Japan, this is the only area where two
overlap!

While UNESCO Global Geoparks place
importance on geology and topography,
Biosphere Reserves focus on ecosystems.
Through understanding this difference, you
can enjoy the area in more depth.
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The Hakusan Tedorigawa
UNESCO Global Geopark
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The Hakusan Tedorigawa Geopark consists of 3 areas, the "Mountain and Snow Area", the "River
and Gorge Area", and the "Sea and Alluvial Fan Area". There are about 200 places to see, from
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precious geological heritage sites called "geosites", to "nature sites" abundant with nature and _ i,
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wildlife, and "historical and cultural sites" where the people of the area have left their mark. Isn’t E Lo | cmeaimm
it exciting just to think about how to explore it all?
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N TACENIZEVNWD T EBRICLOAIER Put simply, this area is full of amazing places
REEFBETVBDEY(CT—TERDS to see, things to do, and food to eat. With a

Sy o S N little preparation and self-research, you can
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IDBLNFEL A for a visit unlike any other.
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Scan the QR code for the map
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With a height of 2,702 m, Mt. Hakusan collects a huge amount of snowfall in winter due to monsoonal
winds. This snowfall makes Mt. Hakusan one of the world’s few high snowfall regions, and as its name
describes, turns it into a white mountain (haku=white; san=mountain). Since ancient times, poets have
been spellbound by the sublime beauty of its peaks covered in pure white, and have composed many
poems about it. Mt. Hakusan is also revered as a sacred mountain, and it is one of Japan’s "Three
Famous Mountains", or "Three Holy Mountains', along with Mt. Fuji and Mt. Tateyama.
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Lady Murasaki also once composed

a poem about Mount Hakusan
N

During the Heian period (approx.11th century), Lady
Murasaki, known as the author of "The Tale of Genji",
composed a tanka poem (a free verse, 31-syllable
poem) which literally translates as "l am so used to
visiting the renowned Mt. Hakusan, that Mt. Ibukidake
seems like nothing", in an ode to how deep the snow
on Mt. Hakusan is. Many other poets also composed
poems about Mt. Hakusan in the early anthology "Kokin
Wakashu (collection of poems compiled in the 10th
century)". Since ancient times of over 1,000 years ago,
the beauty of Mt. Hakusan has captivated many cultural
figures.

As the source of abundant snowmelt water, Mt.
Hakusan irrigates the fields of the plains, earning
itself the title "mountain of blessing" since long ago.
Some 1,300 years ago a famous monk called Taicho
first climbed Mt. Hakusan, and founded a school of
Buddhism, leading many monks to come worship the
mountain. Pilgrimage routes and facilities along them
were formed, and the Mt. Hakusan Faith spread across
the nation.

Mt. Hakusan is a mountain with breathtaking views
during the summer, when all of its colorful alpine plants
bloom in unison, and it has been chosen as one of the
"Hundred Famous Mountains of Flowers" of Japan.

F(EoNBWE-R)
Mt. Hakusan covered in snow

(left and right)
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Chocolate lily
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Kaga Zenjodo Pilgrimage Route and purifying water basin

EEED B IFPHTERE
NITYGIAFYT Shirayama Hime Shrine Okumiya on the Gozengamine Peak

Hakusan buttercup

FTATISYD
Primula
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The Kuwajima Fossil Bluff is one of the world’s prominent fossil sites, and has hosted a huge
number and variety of plant and animal fossils. The discovery of a dinosaur fossil here triggered
dinosaur fossil surveys efforts to increase across the country, and the resulting discoveries
nationwide led the Kuwajima Fossil Bluff to be known as the Sanctuary of Dinosaur Fossils.
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It is also known as the "birthplace
of geology" in Japan.
N

The Tetori Group, which can be found around
Mt. Hakusan, is a layer of rock that formed in the
Mesozoic Era from the Mid-Jurassic Period to the
Early Cretaceous Period, mainly composed of
sandstone, mudstone, and conglomerate.

One of the bluffs where its stratum is exposed
is the Kuwajima Fossil Bluff. It is located along
the Tedorigawa Dam in the "Mountain and Snow
Area". Through nearly 150 years of investigation,
a variety of fossils of plants and animals -
including dinosaurs - have been found and
excavated, in discoveries which were of global
significance. As the first international paper to
determine the age of geological strata from
Japanese fossils was based on the Kuwajima
Fossil Bluff and its excavated fossils, this area
is also known as "the birthplace of geology in
Japan".

[BABEZFEFOM| SIFENSRS(LhE
The Kuwajima Fossil Bluff, known for its dinosaur fossils

AREBEDEDEA
Carnivorous dinosaur
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A huge variety of plant and animal fossils, including dinosaurs, are found here

thERERET—~ET3[BILIEE/ \—T8E]

The Hakusan Dinosaur Park Shiramine where
you can see dinosaur and fossil-themed
exhibitions

In 1957, as a large group of in-situ petrified

wood had been discovered in the area, it was

designated as a National Natural Monument, "The
8 Site of Petrified Wood at the Tedori River basin".
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The Tedori River is the largest nationally-managed river in Ishikawa, originating from Mt. Hakusan and flowing
out into the Sea of Japan. At the lower part of this river basin, a gorgeously shaped alluvial fan - quite
possibly the most beautiful in Japan - has been formed. Its abundant water and superior irrigation systems
have enabled the nearby area to become the greatest grain-producing region in all of Ishikawa. On the
other hand, it is one of the steepest rivers in the world, and due to the easily erodible landscape and heavy
snowfall around Mt. Hakusan, it has repeatedly flooded since long ago. Fortunately, flood damage has since

been greatly reduced through the construction of the Tedorigawa Dam in 1980.
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Shichika-yousui Water Channel,
enriching the grain-producing region
N

The Tedori River Shichika-yousui Water Channel
enriches the grain-producing area upon the Tedori
River Alluvial Fan. It was built in 1869 by Gonbei
Eda, who carved a tunnel into the bank of the Tedori
River, where water could be extracted from a deep
pool called the Akudo-no-Fuchi Pool. This formed the
initial foundations of the channel, after which a main
water gate, supply tunnels, and channels were built
to unify the water intake. In 1949, the renovation
of the Shirayama Weir allowed a constant supply of
water for agriculture.

The Shichika-yousui Water Channel is designated as
a World Heritage Irrigation Structure, and made it
on the 100 Best Irrigation Waters list of 2006. The
intake tunnel, including the main intake gate and
supply tunnels, as well as the Togashi-yousui Intake
Gate have been designated as Important Cultural
Properties.

Also, the Tedorigawa Dam, which is one of the largest
rockfill dams in Japan, collects and controls the large
amounts of snowmelt from Mt. Hakusan. It plays an
important role as a multi-purpose dam, by protecting
downstream from flooding, providing water for
drinking and industry throughout Ishikawa Prefecture,
and generating electricity through hydro-power.

BBIICRKME SIS FS N AKiEKO
The Shichika-yousui Water Channel Outlet, built at the same time as the Main Gate in the Meiji Period (1868-1912)

TR BDH
Akudo no Fuchi Pool
T FAKAOKS
Shichika-yousui Water Channel Main Intake Gate

SENISERATNTLSFRIY A
The Multi-Purpose Tedorigawa Dam

191 1 FICRSR SN BB —FEm
The Fukuoka Dai-Ichi Power Station, Built in 1911 11
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The Hakusan Tedorigawa Geopark is a paradise for wildlife. The forest of broad-leaved trees that
spreads across the foot of Mt. Hakusan is home to a number of wild animals and insects, including
large mammals. In addition, a variety of animals such as fish and birds inhabit the plains where fields
of rice and other crops grow among channels of water that flow from the Tedori River, as well as
the seaside, which is rich in spring water. The alpine plants around the summit of Mt. Hakusan and
the beach roses and tiger lilies along the seaside show a variety of lush vegetation.
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There are many areas where you

can observe nature
N

Broadleaved trees such as beech, Japanese horse
chestnut, Mongolian oak and maple spread out
across the foot of Mt. Hakusan, which is inhabited
with not only large animals such as Asian black
bears and Japanese serow, but also small and
medium-sized animals such as Japanese macaque,
martens, Japanese squirrels and flying squirrels.
In addition, even rare birds of prey such as golden
eagles and mountain hawk-eagles can be seen there.
The Bunao Mountain Observation Building, which
is located in the Ozo district, is a unique facility
where visitors can watch wild animals in their natural
habitat. It opens from the end of autumn, when the
fallen leaves make it is easier to observe animals,
through to spring. Come and visit if you want to see
wild animals in their natural state.

The alpine zone of Mt. Hakusan is an area with
breathtaking views during the summer, when all of
its colorful alpine plants bloom in unison. About 250
kinds of alpine plants grow there, and Mt. Hakusan
is the western-most habitat for over 100 species. 18
species of flowers include "Hakusan" in their name.
Finding them all can be a fun game.

ZikYIL

Japanese Macaque

#Z1l
Tiger Lilies

POFVIS
Chestnut Tiger Butterflies

NTHYIH TS
Hakusan kozakura (Primula cuneifolia
var. hakusanensis)

IXIN
Mountain Hawk-Eagles

ZIRVAEYS
Japanese Serow

NFTA 13
Beach Roses
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Okaeri Festival

Hakusan Tedorigawa Geopark stretches from a height of over 2,700 meters above sea level through
mountain foothills and plains to the Sea of Japan. Thanks to its varied geology, topography and
climate, there is a lot of fresh food produced within the mountains, fields, sea, and rivers. It is a real
treasure trove of natural wonders. The diverse environment has cultivated a variety of lifestyles,
food cultures, and unique annual events, which have been passed down through generations to still

14

be practiced today. It would be fitting to compare the Geopark to the likes of a kaleidoscope.
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Turning into a brand and

succession of traditions
N

Traditional local dishes such as "tochi mochi" (horse
chestnut rice cakes), hard tofu, soba noodles, and
Ho-onko Cuisine, as well as local game meat and
char fish, are deeply rooted in the mountain villages
at the foot of Mt. Hakusan. In the plains area, rice,
vegetable, and fruit production is thriving and a
unified agricultural, forestry and fishery brand has
been developed and is being promoted by Hakusan
City. Five local sake breweries have produced a
collaborative sake brand called Hakusan Kikusake (Gl
Hakusan), which is made from local products. Pickled
blowfish ovaries are a specialty of the Mikawa district
and an internationally rare delicacy.

Traditional crafts conducted in the area include
Ushikubi Pongee, Kaga Shishi-gashira Lion Heads,
Kaga Embroidery, Cypress Weaving, Kotsura (Silver
Vine) Weaving, and Japanese taiko drums. Oguchi’s
Deku Mawashi, a traditional puppet theater passed
down from 350 years ago, is designated as a National
Important Intangible Folk Cultural Property. Two
unique local festivals are the "Hourai Festival" in the
Tsurugi district, famous for its huge float parade, and
the "Okaeri Festival" in Mikawa district, renowned for
its parade using luxurious and beautifully decorated
carts.

[F250LRY
Hourai Festival

EODTEDL
Oguchi’s Dekumawashi Puppets

Sl
Ushikubi Pongee

o)
Tochi Mochi (horse chestnut rice cakes)

ERF I8
Kaga Shishi-gashira (Lion Head)

B OINERDIFE!T
Pickled Blowfish Ovaries

BEE (GIBL0)
Hakusan Kikusake (Gl Hakusan)
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This symbolic area is the starting point of the "Journey of Water" and "Journey of Stone", two of the
Hakusan Tedorigawa Geopark themes. Here you can fully experience the rich variety of landscapes
and natural blessings surrounding Mt. Hakusan. Around the summit you can find a great deal of
rough volcanic rocks, a small cluster of crater lakes, and alpine plants. It is a popular destination for
local hikers, many of whom visit every year. On the Hakusan Shirakawa-go White Road to Shirakawa-
go (Shirakawa Village) in Gifu Prefecture, you can take in magnificent views crafted by Mother
Nature, complete with a plethora of waterfalls and virgin beech forest.
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You can see and feel for yourself

how the land was formed
N

In the "Mountain and Snow Area", there are a lot
of places where you can see and feel for yourself
how the land was formed. From the Hyakumangan-
no-iwa Rock - a huge boulder carried in by a
great flood, to the Kuwajima Fossil Bluff - a cliff
with fossils such as dinosaur remains, and the
steep V-shaped Jadani Gorge. Other interesting
places to visit are the Hakusan Sabo Erosion-
Prevention Dams and the Tedorigawa Dam, which
show how people have navigated life among a
severe environment.

In the Shiramine District, you can see firsthand
the wisdom of the people living there and the
blessings of Mt. Hakusan through the traditional
buildings, culture, and foods of this snow-
covered mountain settlement. Be sure to try local
dishes such as "tochi mochi" (horse chestnut rice
cakes), hard tofu, Ho-onko Cuisine, as well as
local game meat and char fish. There are many
exhibitions to satisfy your curiosity, where you
can learn about the land, nature, animals and the
lives of the people.

<ARDKE
Fukube Falls

ISTOIS I

The Pure White Mt. Hakusan
frE
Ubagataki Falls

BlEEEBLB/NERD ~O—R
Jadani Gorge and Hakusan Shirakawa-go White Road

BREDE
Hyakumangan-no-iwa Rock 17

EZE)JGH B}‘Ji[imﬁ?i
Jinnosuke-dani Erosion-Prevention Check Dams

BIEXOEHEVEEY- LFR
The Former Yamagishi Residence, a historic building in Shiramine District
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This is an area where you can watch water “grow”; where a number of tributaries pour into the
Tedori River, adding to its speed and strength. The erosive and transportive strength of this rapid
current has created a beautiful and unique natural landscape, woven with legend and history
still apparent in the area. Among the sights, the Tedori Gorge is a must. There, you can soak in
the breathtaking views and wondrous sights that come with each season, made up of freshwater

streams, bluffs, waterfalls, boulders, trees and more.
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Feel the connection between

history, culture and the landscape
N

The Tedori Gorge has cliffs of about 30 meters,
extending over about 8 kilometers. You will find
round potholes on the riverbed, which are often
formed in rapid rivers. If you want to enjoy the full
beauty of the gorge, you should visit Furo Bridge
or Komon Bridge.

The staircase-like river terraces alongside the
gorge host sights such as the ruins of Torigoe
Castle, where the Kaga lkko Ikki Rebellion (an
uprising by followers of the lkko Sect in Kaga) took
place, as well as Koubo-ike Pond, the Big Cedar in
Gojyudani, and Oboke-sugi Cedar Tree. It is also
the perfect area to go for a drive, or cycle along
the Tedori Canyon Road, with fascinating things
to see along the way, such as famous springs and
giant trees, made all the more romantic by their
accompanying legends of great figures like the
renowned monk, Koubou Daishi.

Thanks to the cool climate, the Torigoe district
is suitable for growing buckwheat (soba) and
is known as one of the biggest soba noodle
producing areas in the prefecture. The famous
local soba, which you can eat while surrounded by
quiet mountain scenery, is a must-try in the area.

BFIEN Sk DFEURS
The Tedori Gorge seen from
Komon Bridge
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Meoto-iwa Rocks
(Megane-iwa Rock)
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Potholes in the Tedori Gorge
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Big Cedar in Gojyudani
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Tedori Canyon Road
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Wataga-taki Waterfall LR

Oboke-sugi Cedar Tree
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Torigoe Castle Ruins
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Buckwheat Field in Torigoe District
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This area is where the Tedori River, which originates from Mt. Hakusan, flows out onto the plains and down to the Sea
of Japan, creating a textbook-level alluvial fan. Here you can find and enjoy many attractions rich in nature, history,
culture, and food. You can see the Shishiku Highlands, which offer visitors a beautiful view; the Shirayama Hime Shrine,
which is the highest-status shrine in the Kaga region; numerous springs that flow from the ground; and a beachside
carpeted with flowers. This area also has the largest farmland in the entire prefecture which is rich in agricultural,
forestry and fishery products. You can also see the Tedori River Shichika-yousui Water Channel facilities, which tell the
wisdom and great effort of ancestors who overcame flooding and water supply issues by building the channels.
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livelihoods with a beautiful view
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The Shishiku Highlands is a spectacular vantage
point with a beautiful view of the Tedori River
flowing into the Sea of Japan. the island-
like villages scattered across the plains, and
beautiful rice patties. With a birds-eye view,
you can see the deep connection between
the formation of the land, culture, history, and
industry. It is also famous as a take-off point
for paragliders, and tandem flights can be
purchased. The Shirayama Hime Shrine, which
worships the sacred Mt. Hakusan, is the main
shrine of approximately 3,000 Hakusan Shrines
nationwide, and the people who live upon the
alluvial fan pray upon its beautiful white peaks.
In the estuary area of the Tedori River, a large
amount of water springs out all across the
edge of the Tedori River Alluvial Fan, which is
collectively called the "Mikawa Springs". Local
people use this spring and well-water in their
daily lives, and the water has been selected as
one of the "100 best waters of the Heisei era".

EEICHIATINS
RRKDFEK
Spring water used in daily lives
EROYVRIVINE3
Pungitius sinensis
Stickleback, the symbol
of a clear stream
FEUNDEORE
Around the mouth of
the Tedori River

HFHSENSDEDIR
Evening view from the Shishiku Highlands during Spring
HETREOHEES
Rice Crackers (Kakimochi), a local
gspecialty of Isekimachi
Bl
The Shirayama Hime Shrine
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Paragliders and the Tedori River
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This quick introduction of the Hakusan Tedorigawa Geopark is almost done. To wrap-up, let’s review
what a Geopark is. Officially, a Geopark is defined as an area where people can learn the history of
the Earth from its geology and topography, think about the future, and take action. Put simply, it’s
an area where people can experience the connection between geology, nature, and people, and
how the connection changes from the past, into the future. It’s a profound concept where geoparks
can offer a depth of understanding that can rarely be experienced in regular sightseeing areas.
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Maximum curiosity for maximum
enjoyment
N

"Geopark" is a word coined from "Geo-" (of the
earth) and "Park" and they are single, unified
geographical areas where sites and landscapes of
geological significance are managed with a holistic
concept of protection, education and sustainable
development. Geoparks became an official
UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization) program in 2015, and
as of May 2023, 195 areas in 48 countries have
been designated as UNESCO Global Geoparks. A
key factor in achieving the Geopark designation
is following the concept of using geo-heritage as
a tool to understand the earth, its history, and
how the land was formed: understanding the
relationships between plants, animals, and human
lives; and taking actions to realize a sustainable
society. In conclusion, if you are interested in a
UNESCO Global Geopark, the best answer is to
visit one and experience the stories woven from
the mutual relationships between the earth, nature,
and people. The Hakusan Tedorigawa UNESCO
Global Geopark is perfect for that purpose, so
enjoy it, and your curiosity will be satisfied!
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